Effects of amiloride on calcium uptake by myocytes isolated from adult rat hearts.
Amiloride at high concentrations inhibits the uptake of Ca by rat heart myocytes containing elevated levels of intracellular Na and retards the development of Ca-dependent hypercontracture in these cells. In contrast, amiloride enhances the net uptake of Ca in Ca-tolerant myocytes containing normal levels of Na. The results suggest that amiloride may inhibit Na-Ca exchange across the sarcolemma of cardiac myocytes.